  Welcome to your Royal Caribbean Guest Lecturer Program on board the Jewel of the Seas!                           

    Thanks to Royal Caribbean International, you have available to you during your August 31-September 16 cruise nine destination or historical talks which will be scheduled on days that the ship is at sea!!!

    These talks will discuss upcoming ports-of-calls, and will share with you something of the history, the people, the culture, and what you’ll see when you visit these ports of calls.  You’ll also be able to enjoy some additional fascinating talks too!

     The following talks were submitted to Royal Caribbean’s Miami office.  They in turn sent this to the cruise staff for scheduling. It is possible that some of these talks may not be scheduled. Please read the Cruise Compass and listen to announcements made by the cruise staff.  (Please note:  Things are subject to change!)

“France Fantastique.”

“Interesting Ireland.”

“Fabulous Faeroes.”

“Intriguing Iceland.”

“Nostradamus (the great seer) Speaks To Us.”

“Ships & Legends of the Sea.”

“Discovering Newfoundland.”

“Twenty-five Amazing Dates That Changed The World.”

“Fascinating Tales About U.S. Presidents, First Ladies & Veeps.”
                (Please see the back side for a description of these talks.)

    These talks will happen on sea days and they will last approximately an hour each.  Please consult the Cruise Compass for exact times and locations.  It’s possible announcements might be made by the cruise staff.

                                            * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
All the talks will be FUN, friendly, informal, very informative and hopefully a HIGHLIGHT of your cruise. So come join us!
                                            * * * * * * * * * * *

    Your friendly, out-going guest lecturer for this cruise is Joe Condrill.  He’s the president of an association of former military or overseas dependents and he lives in Wichita, KS.  He grew up as an Army Brat and by the time he graduated from high school in Iran in 1973, he had lived or traveled to two dozen foreign countries and had a facility with six languages.  After graduating from Trinity University in San Antonio, TX, with a degree in broadcast journalism, he spent 11 years in corporate public relations and meeting planning.  Since 1989, Joe has been involved with the cruise industry, assisting with cruise staff activities and serving as a guest lecturer. Joe serves as a volunteer at Wichita’s Museum of World Treasures where he gives historical talks.  His address is:  P.O. Box 47112, Wichita, KS 67201 (tel: 316-269-9610) joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net .
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       Destination & historical talks and descriptions for your cruise.
            “France Fantastique.”  

   (Note:  Activities Manager Zach decided not to schedule this talk.)    
        Le Havre, Mont St. Michel, the Bayeux Tapestry, Normandy and Paris are on your horizon. See the exciting things in store for your visit!

               “Emerald Isle:  Interesting Ireland.”

   (Note:  Although I suggested this talk for the afternoon we left Portland/England, Activities Manager Zach scheduled it for the afternoon we were in Dublin – Day 5 of our cruise)
        Cobh and Dublin are your next stops.  Be with us to get some tips about your trek to the Emerald Isle!

              “Fabulous Faroe Islands.”  (Given Day 5 – 7:45 p.m.)

       Few have traveled to these Scandinavian islands.  See what awaits you!

            “Intriguing Iceland.” (Given Day 8)
         A  land of volcanoes, glaciers, and Norse legends will be your home for two days.  Get a preview of the adventure awaits you! 

          “Nostradamus (the great seer) Speaks To Us.” (Given Day 9 – 7:45 p.m.)
    Who was Nostradamus and why have millions through the centuries been fascinated by his hundreds of predications that have come true?  Discover with us in this awesome talk!   
              “Ships & Legends of the Seas.”   (Given Day 11)
       The sea and ships that sail it have always intrigued and fascinated mankind.  You’ll be in awe about some of these incredible but true sailor’s stories!

              “Discovering Newfoundland.”  

(Note:  Activities Manager Zach decided not to schedule this talk.)
       Newfoundland and St. Johns offer you much!  Discover what awaits you!

    “Twenty-five Amazing Dates that Changed The World.”  (Given Day 12)
     Certain dates have world-wide impact.  Find out which ones had an incredible impact on mankind!

  “Fascinating Tales About U.S. Presidents, First Ladies & Veeps.”  (Given Day 16)  
      We’ll be taking an apolitical look at some of the intriguing and interesting stories about the men and women who have been associated with the White House.
OPTIONAL TALK:  “Rule Britannia.”  (Note:  Offered to Zach, but he declined to use it.)  

         There’s a King’s ransom of information about the British monarchy and those that governed it!  Be there to find where the bodies are buried! 
                                      France Fantastique!
                   Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net

                             Answers To Intriguing Questions
    1.  This woman became a French national hero before she was 19.  Who was she?

           Joan of Arc.  She was burnt at the stake in 1431 and was canonized in 1920.
     2.  Which countries’ revolution inspired the French to have their own revolution?

      The  U.S.
      3.  How is that one Frenchman was considered both a national hero and a villain?

      During World War I, Marshal Henri Petain was a hero to the French for defeating the Germans at a couple of battles.

      In World War II he chose to collaborate with the Germans, who allowed him to set up a government in Southern France that was allied with the Germans, which the French call, Vichy France, after the city in southern France where this

government had its’ headquarters.
     4. Which French king had a major U.S. city named after him?

     This was Louis IX (1216*1270) who was later made into a saint.

     The large U.S. city, St. Louis is named for him.
    5.  How is it that two cardinals once ruled France?

     These were Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin.  

    5. How is that a message over the radio in English excited Frenchmen?

      The following was a message in English on French radio broadcasted from London:   “John has a long mustache.”  This clued Frenchmen that they were about to be liberated.  The date of the transmission was June 5, 1944.

      6.  How was it that two cardinals once ruled France?

      This was because the French kings at the time were not of age, so the government was intrusted to them.  These were Cardinals Richelieu and Manzarin who were involved in the government in the early part of the 17th century.

      7.  How is that a part of France is still in North America?
      The two islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, located just off of Newfoundland Island in Canada, is still part of France!  About 7,000 Frenchmen live there.
     8.  How could it be possible that the U.S. actually owns a part of the French mainland? 

     This is a parcel of land (173 acres or 70 hectares) in Normandy .

     You see this was a gift of the government of France to the U.S. for helping to 

liberate France from the Germans.  On this parcel of land at Colleville*sur*Mer are the remains of 9,836 U.S. service members who died during the Normandy campaign in the Summer of 1944.  The French also gave up their territory for British and German cemeteries. 
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      9.  Why is it  that ~ if it wasn’t for France ~ there would be no U.S.?

       If it wasn’t for France, it is possible there might not have been a United States of America.

     During the American Revolution, the French provided supplies and troops.

     A little known fact is that there were more French troops at the Siege of Yorktown in October 1781 than American soldiers.
      10.  What is the legend of Mont Saint*Michel?

      The Archangel Michael approached the Bishop of Avranches, St. Aubert in 708 A.D. and instructed him to build a church on this rocky islet.  Aubert ignored the angel until the angel a hole in the bishop’s skull with his finger. 
       11.  Which attraction in France has surpassed the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre in terms of visitors?

        Disneyland Paris!  This European attraction of Disneyland attracts 50 million visitors annually.  Approximately 40% of the visitors are Frenchmen.
         12.  Why is that a Frenchman named Marie*Joseph*Gilbert*Yves*Roch*Du Motier ~ next to Columbus, has more U.S. cities named for him than any other foreigner?

          This is because the name Americans have come to know this man as the Marquis de Lafayette. A list of U.S. cities and counties named for him includes: Fayetteville, IN; Lafayatte, LA; Fayetteville, AR; Lafayette, CA; Fayetteville, GA; La Fayette, GA; Fayetteville, NC; Fayetteville, TN; Fayette County, TX; and Fayetteville in Fayette County in WV.
         13. Why were the French mystified about a servant of one of the first U.S. Ambassadors to France?

          When a new American minister (the old term for ambassador) arrive in France the French were bewildered by the servant he brought with him; they didn’t know if she was free or a slave nor why the minister seemed so fond of her.   That minister’s name was Thomas Jefferson and the name of his servant who bewildered the French was Sally Hemmings, a slave from Jefferson’s Monticello plantation.
        14.  Which was the last foreign nation to maintain a military presence in France?
         Believe it or not, it wasn’t the Germans!

         It was the U.S.!  In 1954, as part of their commitment to NATO (the North Atlantic Treaty Organization), France permitted the U.S. to establish a number of bases for the U.S. military.  In 1967 when French withdrew from NATO, the U.S. withdrew from these bases.  Approximately 100,000 to 150,000 Americans servicemen and their dependents lived in France between 1954 and 1967.
      15.  What is the French word for deadline?
      Delai.

      16.  What natural phenomena is on the Bayeux Tapestry that frightened the people at the time?  What are some of the fascinating things about this tapestry?

       Haley’s Comet appeared during the time period (1064-66) of the tapestry.
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      About the tapestry:

        *In its time – it was like ‘the movie’ or ‘the video’ of the 11th century.

       *The story of the tapestry begins describing the friendship of Harold of England and William of Normandy. It ends showing Harold’s death at the Battle of Hastings in 1066.

     *It wasn’t discovered in recent times until 1729 when scholars saw it displayed in the Bayeux Cathedral.  For centuries, the tapestry was displayed in the Bayeux Cathedral, but no knew the story behind it.

    *The captions on the tapestry are not in French or English, but the language of the world at the time:  Latin.  One of the purposes of the tapestry was to teach the common people how

to read, and read Latin.

     *During the French revolution, revolutionaries seized the tapestry and used as a covering for wagons.  A lawyer rescued the tapestry and kept it until the end of the Napoleonic Wars.

     *The German Gestapo stole the tapestry on June 27, 1944 and took it to the Louvre, not wanting the Allies to take it. Himmler ordered the Gestapo to take it to Germany on August 18, 

1944, but by then, the French resistance had taken over the Louvre. Himmler explained that it was, “…important for our glorious and cultured Germanic history.”

     *There are two naked men on the tapestry.  There is no explanation why.

    *One scene shows a man striking a woman in the face.  Historians don’t why that is there.

    *At least two panels are missing, approximately 7 yards worth.

These would have shown Duke William accepting the surrender of London and his coronation as King of England.

    *The great 19th century English writer Charles Dickens wasn’t impressed with it. He wrote:  “It is certainly the work of amateurs; very feeble amateurs at the beginning and very heedless some of them too.”

    *On July 15, 1944, it graced the front cover of the New Yorker  Magazine commemorating the Normandy invasion.

    *The tapestry has appeared in:

    *Disney’s Bedknobs and Broomsticks;

    *Anthony Mann’s El Cid; 

     *Zeffirelli’s Hamlet;

     *Cassenti’s La Chanson de Roland, Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves;

     *Fleischer’s The Vikings.
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      What are some of the amazing things about the Normandy invasion?
      *This invasion was part of Operation Overlord, which would involve 

placing two million Allied military personnel in France.  By July 4, 1944, half that

number had landed in Normandy.

    *The Germans were not prepared for the Normandy invasion.  They thought it would come at the Pas-de-Calais.  Although they were not prepared, they kept the Allies bottled up for two months. 

  *The Allies were handicapped by the terrain.  Nothing had prepared them for the hedge grove country of Normandy.

  *The Germans were hindered by the weather.  By this time in the war, they did not have long-range forecasting and thought the rainy, cold weather would continue.   The Allies had long-range weather forecasting ability, and saw a break in the weather.  This influenced Eisenhower’s decision to proceed with the invasion.    

    *This was the largest amphibious operation the world had ever seen.  These statistics are amazing even today:

     -Approximately 355,000 military personnel involved. (190,000 sailors, 165,000 soldiers).

     -6,939 naval vessels, including:   -1,213 warships, 4,126 transport vessels, 736 auxiliary craft, and 864 merchant ships.

     -12,000 aircraft involved.

     -8 nations participating:  United Kingdom, U.S., Canada, Free French Forces, Free Polish Forces, Australia, Free Belgian Forces, Free Czechoslovakia Forces, Free Norway Forces, Free Greek Forces, Free Netherlands Forces, and New Zealand.

     *This was the most successful invasion using the English channel in eight centuries.

      *This was the largest airborne operation at the time.  Approximately 35,000 paratroopers in three airborne divisions:  British 6th Airborne, U.S. 82nd and 101st Airborne.

      *Field Marshall Rommel told his officers while visiting the beaches before D-Day that for everyone involved in the invasion and repelling it, it would be the longest day.

      *Most of the objectives the Allies wanted taken on D-Day were not taken.  Some would take weeks.

      *Leave it to a German officer, Major Werner Pluskat, who in a moment of excitement when he looked out his artillery bunker that morning on Omaha Beach, told a superior officer that, “five thousand ships are coming straight toward me!”  He actually underestimated the number of ships involved.

      *The Allied code names for the beaches for the landings:  Gold, Sword, Juno, Omaha and Utah – are the names the French call those beaches today.

     *The overall German commander, Von Rundstedt fully understood after three weeks what the invasion of Normandy met for Germany.  He got cashiered on June 29, 1944 when he yelled at his superiors, “Make peace, you idiots!”  Field Marshall Rommel also became totally disillusioned with Hitler and urged him to make peace.  When Hitler refused, Rommel gave tacit support for an attempt on Hitler’s life on July 20, 1944.  Because of his role in this, Rommel was forced to commit suicide in October 1944.
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                      Emerald Isle - Interesting Ireland
                   Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net
     “Ireland is sweet as a new world, lapped by two expanses of water, and as fierce as a land that has withstood the onslaughts of the Atlantic for years.  Its shores have already surrendered their weakest estates to the storms but men still wait with their small brightly-colored boats in the shelter of a pier for the chance to bring in a meager catch.  But Ireland’s heart is not torn between the land and the sea; instead it dances to a jig in the pubs.”       (Author unknown)
    The Irish flag stands for:  (white) the unity between the nationalists (green) and the unionists (orange)    Symbols of Ireland:  The shamrock and the Irish harp.
                                       Answers To Intriguing Questions
    1.  How is it the Spanish and French got involved with Ireland?

     In the Middle Ages both Spain and France were very sympathetic to Ireland because of their Catholic faith.  Both countries saw this as an opportunity to get back at a historic enemy of theirs ~ the English.

    In 1601 a Spanish fleet invaded Kinsale, in the vicinity of Cork, which they took with the help of an Irishman named the Earl of Tyrone.

    The English forced the Spanish out.

    The French revolution inspired the Irish and they appealed to France for help.

     In December 1796 the Directory of France (the ruling body of France at that time) sent 43 ships and 16,000 soldiers to help Ireland.  A storm blew most of the ships off course and only 16 ships reached Ireland’s Bantry Bay.  Their attack against English fortifications failed. 

    2.  What was the impact of the Great Famine of 1845-1849?

    Ireland was hit hard two ways.

    First an estimated one million Irish died because of starvation, typhus, scurvy and dysentery.

    Next , more than a million immigrated to North America..

    3.  Which two non-human Americans visit Ireland each year?

      These are the American Pectoral Sandpiper and the Buff-breasted Sandpiper which fly more than 2,000 miles each Fall from the U.S. to Ireland.
     4.  How many Irishmen are Americans?

       Approximately 42 million.  That’s approximately one out of every six Americans.

     5.  What was one of the great ironies of the Irish immigrants who came to the U.S. in the early years?  

      Many got caught up in the U.S. Civil War and ended fighting each other.

      At the Battle of Fredericksburg, VA, in December 1862, Meigher’s Brigade (of the U.S. Army) assaulted a Confederate regiment, the 21st Georgia Infantry Regiment.

      They were all Irish immigrants.
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      6.  Approximately how many U.S. Presidents are of Irish descent?

      Twelve.  Among them include U.S. Grant, John Kennedy and Ronald Reagan.

      7.  Who is Irishman Sean Aloysius O’Fearna and why did he have such a huge impact on the American film industry?

      This was the Irish name of legendary film maker John Ford.
      8.  How is it the church played a role in a very popular past time among Irishmen?

      It was the monks at the monasteries who started the liquor business, brewing the first beer.  The name of beer brewers saint is St. Colombanus (from the 6th century A.D.)

      9.  What do the Irish consider as their great social center?

       Their pubs!
     10.  What is the legend of the Blarney Stone?

      “Who ever kisses the Blarney Stone will receive the gift of eloquence.”
     11.  Why did the English change the name of Cobh?  What was it changed to?

       When Queen Victoria landed there in 1849, British authorities decided to rename it after her ~ Queenstown.  With Irish independence the name was changed back to Cobh.

     12.  How is it no Irishman was permitted to live in the Irish town of Kinsale for almost 200 years?

      This is because the Irish had aided the Spanish in their 1601 invasion of Ireland at Kinsale.

     13. Which famous ship had its’ last port call at Cobh before it sailed off into history?

      The Titanic made its’ last port call here on April 11, 1912.
     14.  What infamous incident involved Cobh?

      The Cunard liner, the Lusitania was sunk by a torpedo from the German submarine U-20 on May 7, 1915, resulting in the deaths of 1,195 passengers and crew.  Of that number 128 were Americans, the most famous included Alfred Vanderbilt and author Charles Frohman.

    15.  How is that the Dublin Zoo and U.S. Embassy are in the same place?

     Both are in Dublin’s large Phoenix Park.

    16.  How is that money from the sale of ale helped to preserve Dublin’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral?

     The owner of the Guinness Brewery contributed much of the money to renovate this cathedral.

    17.  What is the ‘Book of Kells?’

    This was a book illustrated by some creative monks in the 9th Century.
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                                   Intriguing Iceland
                   Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net
                                     Answers To Intriguing Questions
    1.  Which area (land mass) is Iceland considered a part of?

    Europe.

    2.  What is the irony about the naming of Iceland and its’ neighbor Greenland?

    Iceland is more green than Greenland – which is icy.

   3. What part of Iceland is above the Arctic Circle?

    This is Grimsey Island, located about 25 miles off the northern coast of the main island that is Iceland.

   4.  Why is much of Iceland’s interior uninhabitable?

   Because the interior of Iceland is very cold, and a combination of sand, mountains, lava fields and glaciers.

  5.  What countries was Iceland a part of initially?

  Between 1262 and 1944 Iceland was a part of Norway then Denmark.

  6.  Who were Iceland’s first settlers?

   Celtic monks arrived sometime in the 8th Century A.D.  According to traditional history, Ingolfur Arnarson was the first Norse settler on Iceland in 874 A.D.

  7.  How recently did Iceland undergo an ice age?  How did it impact Iceland’s population?

   Iceland’s recent ice age began in the 18th century.  Because of the much colder conditions, this forced 15,000 Icelanders to settle in Canada, out of a population of 70,000.

 8.  How was it that when Iceland was part of the Kingdom of Iceland, two flags and two coats-of-arms were displayed?

    Between 1918 and 1944 Iceland, as part of the Kingdom of Iceland, was part of the Kingdom of Denmark.  As the Kingdom of Iceland, both Iceland’s and Denmark’s flags and coats-of-arms were displayed.

  9.  What are some of the fascinating things that happened in Iceland during World War II?

    *Iceland was one of a couple places (besides Bermuda) where the U.S. gave England 50 destroyers between 1940-41.

   *The U.S. replaced England as occupying Iceland in 1941, even though the U.S. had not entered World War II yet.

   *An American patrol aircraft called a PBY spotted the German Battleship Bismarck and gave its position to the Royal Navy, although the U.S. was  not involved with World War II yet.

   *Because of acoustics Icelanders could hear the guns of the Bismarck and HMS Hood as they dueled more than 100 miles from where the action took place.  
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  10.  Why is the youngest island in the world, part of Iceland?

    Because Surtsey Island, actually a volcano, emerged off the southwest coast of Iceland in an eruption lasting between 1963 and 1968.  Only scientists are allowed to visit this island today.

  11. How was it possible that Iceland went from being one of the poorest nations in the world to one of the wealthiest in just 60 years?

    In achieving their independence, this allowed Iceland to develop their own economy.  The Marshall Plan really helped them.  Specifically in the last decade Iceland became very involved in financial services and investment banking.  Although Iceland suffered a serious setback in 2008, their economy is growing again.

 12.  Why was Iceland recognized as, ‘the most peaceful nation in the world’?

    A couple factors figure in here.

    First Iceland is isolated from any other populated land mass.  Next, Iceland’s history doesn’t include any bloody invasions from other countries.  Last but not least – Iceland has no Army.

 13.  What is unique about Icelanders’ names?

   Rather than using family names – as is the custom in all mainland European and North and South American nations – Icelander use a bit of metronymic or metronymic names.  People can choose their own last names, so if Johanna decided she wanted to be identified as Katrin’s daughter, she would be Johanna Katrinsdottir (Katrin’s daughter).  So Icelanders are listed in the telephone book by their FIRST names!

14.  How did the only land animal get to Iceland before humans?

  The Arctic Fox migrated across a frozen water mass, which became the Atlantic Ocean, before the last great Ice Age ended 10,000 years ago.

15.  Who were Iceland’s unexpected animal guests in June 2008?

   Polar bears!

16.  How much of an impact will our ship have on Iceland?

   We will increase their population by about 1%.  
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                 Nostradamus (The Great Seer) Speaks To Us
                      Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net
                                    Who was Nostradamus?
    Michael Nostradamus was a French citizen, born in St. Remy, in the province of Provence in Southern France in 1503.  He came from a well-to-do family, and was well-educated.  Early on, as a child he started seeing things, and his grandfathers encouraged him.  At school, he got into trouble with his priestly teachers when he supported subjects like astrology and Copernicus (who believed that the world was not the center of the universe ~ which got him excommunicated).  At a couple times in his life, the bubonic plaque strikes where he lives, and using his own innovative medical style, he’s able to save hundreds of people, but not his first wife and two children.  After this experience, Nostradamus wanders Europe for six years.  Upon returning to France, he helps save a region from another bout with bubonic plaque.  He remarries, and becomes the father of six children (none of whom had Nostradamus’ gift of prophecy).  He returns to Salon, and begins a cosmetic business and an active study of the occult, and commences an ambitious project to predict the future of the world in 1554.  This gives him national fame, and he’s introduced to the king and queen of France and their court in 1556, but it

also brings with it trouble.  In his later years, the King and Queen of France and the Duke and Duchess of Savoy become his patrons.  In all his time working on the quatrains (and a series of almanacs later in which his predictions are called presages) he had little doubt that these were heavenly inspired.  Nostradamus was guided by a Spirit he calls Vulcan.  Nostradamus died 

on July 2,1566.
                                   What was his writing style?

    Nostradamus decided to write the visions he received in the form of quatrains, or four lines of poetry called quatrains. This is where the ending words of the first and third lines, and the last words of the second and fourth lines, rhyme. For every hundred quatrains he wrote, he grouped them into 100 quatrains which he called centuries.

             How do we understand what he is saying and interpret it?
     In interpreting Nostradamus, we need to remember that this was a 16th Century man looking at things in the future he could record, but didn’t understand what he was seeing.

     Some examples:

     When he mentions insects, grasshoppers, and serpents he was seeing aircraft.

     When he mentions a fish, he’s talking about a submarine;

     When he sees a lot of men in a military unit, he calls them a troop.  We’d call these divisions, corps or armies today.

     He also didn’t understand how cities would be grouped into countries later on, so he frequently uses the names of cities, islands, regions, or the nationalities of people from there.  

     Nostradamus frequently used animals or things to represent countries.

      Examples:

France = Cock (as in a Rooster)  Germany = Wild Boar

England = Lion or Leopard            U.S. = Eagle

Russia = Bear       Italy = Wolf        China = Moon
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       Whenever Nostradamus uses a year, he came up with his own system using the Council of Nicaea held in 325 A.D. (from which we get The Apostles’ Creed)

as his year 0.
                Among his most famous prophecies include:
(Q= Quatrain #, Roman numeral means the Century Nostradamus included that prophecy)
-The Battle of Trafalgar in October 1805 where the British fleet decisively destroyed the combined French and Spanish fleets (Q. 45, VI)

-The Russian Revolution of 1917 (Q. 14, I)

-Discovery of the tomb of Egyptian pharaoh King Tut, and the mysterious death of the finder and his family (Q. 7, IX)

-The abdication of King Edward VIII form the throne of England (Q. 58, VIII)

-Persecution of Jews during WWII (Q. 96, VIII)

-The changing of Italy’s alliance in World War II from one with the Axis (Germany) to the Allies (Q. 44, IX)

-The atom bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in WWII (Q. 55, I)

-The occupation of Germany by the Allies following World War II (Q. 45, V)

-The Cold War (Q. 38, II)

-The fall of the Berlin Wall in October 1989 (Q. 62, IX)

-The Gulf War of 1991 (Q. 100, IV)

-That the British would return Hong Kong to the Chinese (Q. 11, V)

-The emergence of Al-Qiada (Q. 13, V)
         Remarkable examples of his naming names in his predictions.
-In Q. 25, I, he names Pasteur by name.  This was the great French physician of the 19th century.

-In Q. 1, VIII, this is how he identifies Napoleon: “Pau, nay, loron”  or Nay-paul-loron.

-In Q. 16, IX, he mentions by name, Franco of Spain.

-In Q. 34, IX, Narbonne and Saulce’s role in betraying King Louis XVI to French the revolutionaries.        

    And last but not least - this:                              

                      (Q. 96, V)
“In the middle of the great world shall be the rose, ....Then at the time will be the one long looked for.”
   Talking about a great world leader, and here Nostradamus plays with words.  Rose, and the word world, which in Dutch is Velt ~ Roosevelt!
                    What does he say about the future?
    While he does predict more conflict and wars, Nostradamus is genuinely hopeful.  He believes we are coming into an era of great peace and prosperity  (Q. 89, X).

    -The U.S. will be the super power, which will do what it can to stop wars (Q. 38, I)

    -That wars shall no longer exist nor poverty. This will happen after much suffering (Q. 47, II) 
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     -The force of light and darkness, struggling for the domination over the Spirit of man, shall be superseded by a Great Savior (Q. 53, V)

            What one person trouble Nostradamus the most?

 ~ Hitler!
                           (Q. 49, VI)
“By the project of Mammon, high priest,

they shall subjugate the borders of the Danube,

They shall pursue crosses of iron, topsy-turvey.

Slaves, gold, jewels, more than 100,000 rubles.”
     Lead by Hitler, the Nazis will dominate Germany. Their emblem is the Swastika (crosses of iron,topsy-turvey), and they will pursue crimes against humanity.

     Nostradamus has much more to say about Hitler:
...a most cruel monarch”  (Q. 59, I)

“...Under feigned shadow of freeing people from slavery,

He shall usurp the people and city for himself,

He shall do worse by the deceit of a young whore.”  (Q. 5, V)

“....Anti-Christ.”  (Q. 77, VIII)

“...a troubled mind”  (Q. 90, VIII)

“Great Liar” (Q. 45, IX)

“Such a one never a worse was.”  (Q. 91, X)

“Who with his tongue, shall seduce many people.”  (Q. 35, III)
        Answers to other intriguing questions about Nostradamus
1) How many prophecies did he make?
    He wrote 1,200 quatrains of which 1,013 are known to exist.  He also wrote approximately 150 presages in his annual almanacs from the late 1550’s to the early 1560’s.
2) How many of his prophecies came true?

    Subject to wide interpretation, but my guess is at least 60%.
3)  In his time, what three predictions did he make that came true and added to his reputation as a psychic?
     The first happened near the Italian town of Ancona in 1544, when he bowed before a young Franciscan friar, and said he was yielding and kneeling before His Holiness.  The friars name

was Felice Peretti.  In 1585, Friar Peretti became Pope Sixtus V.

     The second incident happened while Nostradamus was the guest of the lord of the manor of Chateau de Florinville.  The lord asked Nostradamus which of two pigs they would have for dinner that night, and Nostradamus told him, “the black one, as the white one will be eaten by a wolf.”  Then Msr. Florinville ordered his chef to prepare the white pig instead.  At dinner, the truth came out: Florinville’s pet wolf ate the white pig, so the chef had prepared the black one instead.

      The third had to do with King Henry II of France dying from a jostling wound in 1558.
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4) What one event simply overwhelms him?
    The D-Day invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944.  He writes at least eight quatrains about this event.  Nostradamus is overwhelmed by the number of men involved, and the tens of thousands of ships and aircraft he sees.
5) Which two U.S. Presidents does he hold in high regard?

     Abraham Lincoln and Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
6) What does he say about our future?

     More conflict and wars, but an age of great prosperity.
7) When does he say our civilization and world will end? 
    Rest easy; we don’t have a thing to worry about here!  Civilization ends around the year 3797 and the world in 7000. 
8) The three people who troubled Nostradamus the most?

     Napoleon, Mussolini, and Hitler.
9) Did Nostradamus predict what would happen on September 11, 2001?

      Yes.
                       (Q. 54, II)
“By a strange people and a remote nation,

The great city near the water shall  be much troubled,

The girl without great difference for an estate,

The chief frightened, and not being warned.”
     A strange people is his way to identify Al-Qiada. A remote nation shows they came from Afghanistan.  The great city near the water that was troubled was New York City.  The girl without great difference for an estate refers to the Statue of Liberty.  Here is an excerpt from Emma Lazarus’s famous poem called, The New Colossus, which is at the base of the Statue of Liberty. “Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me...”   The chief frightened, and not being warned, was President Bush.

                    (Q. 97, VI)
“The Heavens shall burn at five and forty degrees,

The fire shall come near the great New City.

In an instant a great flame shall burst out,

When they shall make a trial of the Normans.”
    The great New City, New York, is at a latitude of 40 degrees. 

    The great flame bursting out was the impact of the jets into the World Trade Center towers. 

     In reference to the trial of Normans, Nostradamus is suggesting here that this is in retribution from putting on trial some involved with Al-Qaida in the first effort to destroy the  World Trade Center towers in 1993.  A number of those who were tried and convicted once lived in France, which explains his use of the word Normans.  
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                                Ships & Legends of the Sea
                       Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net
The Atlantic Ocean.

    The Atlantic has seen more traffic than any other ocean in the history of man.

More people have crossed the Atlantic (and many, a number of times) than any other ocean.  For seven months of the year, sailing is at its’ best.  Then there is this rhyme to remind sailors that winter lasts five months on the North Atlantic:
    July, stand by.  August you must. September, remember.  October, all over.    
    The Atlantic has seen the greatest amount of tragedy than any other ocean or sea. On rare days (such as during the Titanic’s voyage) it is like a millpond. Then there is that fierce storm the Indians forewarned the early explorers to the New World about, which they called, Hurrican.

Noted Ocean Liners.

     The French took pride in the Ile de France, Paris, the Normandie, the Libertie, and the France (also known as the Norway).

     Germans were elated with the Vaterland, Imperator, Bremen, the Europa and the Columbus; 

     The Italians toasted the Rex, Giulio Cesare, Cristoforo Columbo, Conte di Savoia, the Andrea Doria, the Raffaello, and the Michalangelo;

     The U.S. enjoyed the Leviathan, the America, and the United States;

     The Dutch, turned out to see the Statendam, the Nieuw Amsterdam and the Rotterdam;

     The British boasted of the Lusitania, Aquitania, Mauretania, Olympic, Titanic, and the Queens.

                                    Size and perspective have changed.

     What was consider a large ship in:

1897 ~ was the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse at 14,000 tons;

1907 ~ were sister ships, Lusitania and Mauretania at 31,000 tons;

1912 ~ was the Titanic at 46,000 tons;

1914 ~ was the Vaterland (later the Levithan) at 54,000 tons;

1935 ~ was the Normandie at 80,000 tons;

1936 ~ was the Queen Mary at 83,000 tons;

                                        Compare that to today’s

Royal Caribbean’s  Allure of the Seas & Oasis of the Seas ~ 220,000 tons each.     

                           Survivability improves over the centuries.

Circa 15th and 16th Century: 1 out of every 2 or 3 don’t complete the voyage;

Circa 18th Century:  1 out of every 5 or 6 don’t complete the voyage;

Around the mid 1860’s: 1 out of every 10 don’t complete the voyage;

1900: 1 out every 500 to 1,000 don’t complete the voyage;

     Survivability improves because of better living conditions, sanitation, food;

                      Intriguing questions about this topic:
1) What was the Blue Riband award, and why was it sought?
    A.  This was the prize given to fastest crossing of the Atlantic Ocean.  The award was first created and awarded in 1852.  The last ship awarded this was United States, on its’ maiden
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 voyage of on, July 3, 1952 enroute between New York and Le Havre, and crossed the Atlantic in three days, 10 hours, and 40 minutes, at an average speed of approximately 35 knots (40 mph) an hour.    
2) What is consider the ‘golden age of cruising?’
     A.  1900 to 1970.
3) What and when were the first luxury cruise liners built?

     A.  These were the Lusitania and Mauretania, built in 1907.
4) What is the most people ever to be on board an ocean liner?

    A.  The most people ever embarked on a ship was on the Queen Mary’s sailing between New York and Gourock (on the River Clyde), England.  Between July 25 and July 30, 1943, were  16,683 people.  Roughly 400 were crew, and the rest were U.S. soldiers.
5) What is the largest ship afloat?
     A. Royal Caribbean’s Oasis of the Seas which was introduced in December 2009 is 225,000 tons and 1,200 feet long and its’ sister ship the Allure of the Seas which had its’ maiden sailing in December 2010.  Both have the capacity for 5,400 passengers and will require a crew of 2,500. 
6) What is the ‘ghost legend’ of the Titanic?

     A.  In 1898, copies of a small novel appeared at a bookstore in London, England.   The novel was about the largest ship, fastest, and most luxurious of the time, which hits an iceberg on its’ maiden voyage, resulting in 1,500 lives lost.  The name of the ship in the novel was The Titan.
7) What are the biggest ironies....the ones that could have saved more lives on board the Titanic?
    A.  If the lifeboats had been properly and fully loaded, they could have saved 1,100 lives instead of the 705 that were rescued.  Also, if the bars were allowed to have been opened, more people would have been saved because alcohol in the body acts as an anti-freeze.
8) What was the ‘gentlemen’s curse’ that followed the male survivors from the Titanic?

    A.  It ruined the life of the President of the White Star Lines, Bruce Ismay. It delayed Albert Peuchen’s promotion to Lt. Col. in the Canadian Army. None of the surviving ships officers ever rose to command their own ship.  Captain Lord of the Californian, forced to resign.

9) Ultimately, what was the reward for the two top officers of the Carpathia for their role in the rescue of the Titanic’s passengers?

   A.  These were Captain Arthur Rostron and Second Officer James Bissett of the Carpathia. Rostron was knighted. He would eventually rise to be Captain of the Mauretania and Bissett, Captain of the Queen Elizabeth.
10) What ocean liner was coincidentally berthed near both the Titanic and Lusitania on their final voyages?
    A.  The New York.
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11) What was the interesting story about the youngest passenger on the Titanic?

     A.  At nine weeks old, Millvina Dean was the youngest passenger on board the ship.  She was such a sensation to the women on board that her mother was allowed to bring her up from Third Class into the First and Second Class sections of the ship.  A ship’s officer regulated that each woman could hold the baby for 10 minutes each.

     When the ship hit the iceberg, her father quickly got his wife, his son, Bert, and daughter, Millvina, dressed and up on deck immediately.  Mrs. Dean, Bert, and Millvina were lead to Lifeboat No. 10 and became among the first of the Third Class passengers to leave the Titanic safely. Mr. Dean did not survive the sinking.

     Upon returning to England on another ship, Millvina created such a sensation that the Daily Mirror commented about it.

    Millvina became involved with seminars, meetings and conventions concerning the Titanic when she retired in the 1980’s.

     In April 2009 when they were made aware that Millvina needed donations to pay for her nursing home and medical bills, those connected with the movie, “Titanic” made donations.  Actors Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet each contributed $20,000, and Producer James Cameron and Singer Celine Dion gave $10,000 each to this fund.

     Millvina died on May 31, 2009 at the age of 97.  She was both the youngest passenger the ship and the last survivor to die. 

    Hers and her brother, Bert’s deaths had Titanic connections.

    She died on the anniversary the Titanic was launched (May 31, 1911) and he died on the 80th anniversary of the Titanic hitting the iceberg (April 14, 1992).  
   12) Who is the luckiest woman to ever sail?

       A. Possibly – Violet Jessop.  She survived three tragedies involving the Olympic class

of ships.  She was on board the Olympic on September 20, 1911 when that ship collided with the British cruiser, HMS Hawke.   On April 14, 1912 she was onboard the Titanic when that ship sank.  Then on November 21, 1916, Violet was on board the Britannic when that ship struck a mine in the Aegean Sea and sank. 
   13) Whose grave is coincidently located near the Titanic fatalities in a Halifax

Cemetery?

      A.  Leonardo DiCaprio’s.
   14) What member of royalty created an instant sensation when he announced he was going for a cruise?
     A.  In August 1924, the late Duke of Windsor (then known as the Prince of Wales, the successor to the throne), let it be known that he booked passage on board the Berengaria, for passage from Southampton to New York. Immediately the ship sold out for that sailing, mostly from Americans wanting to rub shoulders with royalty.

   15) Which ship had an airplane on it?

   A.  In 1929, North German Lloyd, the German shipping firm, introduced a new liner called the Bremen, which, as one of its’ highlights, included an airplane.  This would be used when the ship got into to port to deliver mail.                    -3-

   16) What head of state arranged to play with models in a tub while on board an ocean liner?

     A.  Winston Churchill.

   17) Which ship had as its’ maiden voyage ~ a mad dash across the Atlantic to avoid submarines?
     A.  The Queen Elizabeth in March 1940.
   18) What was the most dangerous ship ever built that sailed?

     A.  This was the German battleship Bismarck, which had 8 - 15” guns. The Royal Navy was so concerned about it, that in May 1941 half of the ships in the Royal Navy was sent to track down and sink the ship.
   19) How did a group of American children disembarking from the Queen Elizabeth in 1951 get all of England laughing?

     A.  These were the children of British war brides, who returned to the land of their mothers dressed as cowboys and cowgirls!

   20) What ship was considered the ‘last of the golden age’ of ships, which became the start of a new era of cruising (as we know it today)?

    A.  This was Norwegian Cruise Lines’ Norway, once known as the France.

   21) What was it that created a national scandal in France in 1958 about one of their ships?

     A.  What had happened was the French liner, the Ile de France, had been sold for scrap to a Japanese firm.  The Japanese in turn, rented the ship to Hollywood to film the movie, The Last Voyage starring Robert Stack (of The Untouchables fame).  When the script called for the systematic destruction of the ship, all of France was outraged, and the Japanese salvage company and Hollywood adjusted their plans.
   22) What is one of the most incredible ‘lone survivor stories’?

      A.   On December 5, 1664, and December 5, 1785, and again on August 5, 1820, three ships sank in the same location in the Menai Strait off the Coast of Wales.  In all three cases, there was just one survivor.  The name of the survivor ~ in all three cases ~ was Hugh Williams.
  23) What is one of the most incredible tragedies that ever happened at sea?

      A.  My pick would be the sinking of the British liner Laconia, with 2,700 British servicemen and families, Polish guards, and Italian prisoners of war in the South Atlantic on September 12, 1942 by the German submarine, the U-156 captained by Lieutenant Commander Werner Hartenstein.

     The reason I pick this tragedy is because, it stopped the war in the South Atlantic for five days, it paralyzed both the Axis and Allied high commands with indecision (where the Axis powers were concerned, a German submarine had just sunk a ship killing many of their Italian

allies; where the Allied powers were concerned, an American B-24 aircraft commander was ordered to bomb a vessel with British and Polish personnel on board), and the true hero in this situation was the German submarine commander, who rescued over 1,100 people.

     Hartenstein and all his crew were killed in March 1943 when their submarine was sunk by Allied forces off of Barbados.           -4-                         
                                 Discovering Newfoundland
                   Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net
                                     Answers To Intriguing Questions
    1.  Take a guess:  How many islands make up the Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador?

    Over 7,000 islands!.

    2. How is that a European saw the New World before Columbus did?

    This was Viking Leif Erickson in the year 1000. Evidence is at L’anse Aux Meadow, now a World Heritage Site.

    3.  Is it true the Chinese saw Newfoundland?

   Yes.  According to two sources:  Gavin Menzies in his book, “1421: The Year the Chinese Discovered The World,” and from Christopher Columbus who wrote in 1476:  “Those from Cathay (China) hath discovered Iceland and lands to the West.”

   4.  Why did an Italian claim Newfoundland for England?

   Because the Italian – Giovanni Caboto – or John Cabot sailed under commission from King Henry VII of England.  Cabot’s voyage was in 1497.

  5.  How did Portugal get involved?

   In 1499 and 1500 Portuguese sailors Joan Fernandes Lavrador and Pero de Barcelos explored and mapped Newfoundland.  Lavrador’s name remains in Canada as Labrador.
  6.  One English noble called the weather on Newfoundland ‘terrible.’  Where did he end up?

 This was Sir George Calvert.  He left Newfoundland and in 1634 founded a colony in what is now called Maryland.  His title – the First Earl of Baltimore – gave the name to City of Baltimore.

  7.  How is it France still owns part of North America?

   By Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 which ended the War of Spanish Succession, France still owns two islands off the southern coast of Newfoundland called St. Pierre and Miquelon.

  8  Why did Newfoundland not become part of Canada until 1949?

   Newfoundlanders rejected confederation with Canada in 1869.  In 1907 England recognized Newfoundland as a Dominion or self-governing state within the British Empire.  Because of a high debt, the people voted their government out of existence in 1933.  England appointed a commission government until 1949.  And in 1949, Newfoundlanders agreed to confederating with Canada.

    9.  What are the two theories of St. Johns was named?

    The first is that John Cabot saw it on the Feast of St. John the Baptist – June 24, 1497.  The second is that Portuguese sailors named it for their city – Sao Joao or St. John.
10.  What are some of the transatlantic ‘firsts’ that occurred from St. Johns?

   First wireless message across the Atlantic Ocean sent by Marconi in 1901 and the first transatlantic flight in 1919.
                         Twenty-Five Amazing Dates That Shook The World
                       Joe Condrill, Presenter       joeosbpres@sbcglobal.net
1) 3200 B.C.

    *This was when man started using printing to communicate.  The earliest form of printing 

dates from 3200 in Mesopotamia in what is now Iraq.

                                                Side Note?

   -When the Rosetta Stone was found in Egypt in 1799 (this was proclamation of King Ptolemy of Egypt that dates from 196 B.C.) it gave modern man an interpretation guide to the past.  This was because it was written in ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics, Demotic, and ancient Greek. 
2)  752 B.C.

    *The City of Rome and subsequently the Roman Empire was founded.

                                        Implications?

    -The Roman Empire was one of the longest reigning empire in the history of the world, more than 1,000 years.

   -Every civilization since has looked at or marveled about the Roman Empire.

3) Fifth Century B.C.

     *This was the life time of Hippocrates, whom is like a Father to medicine.

                                         Implications?
    -He became an early authority on diseases and medical conditions, wrote several articles on the subject, and even served a 21 year prison sentence because he challenged the authorities where he lived that they were doing little about medicine.

      -That medical sign you all see is actually referred to as the

Hippocratic sign.

      -An oath he wrote for physicians, which we now refer to as the Hippocratic oath, which any medical student around the world recites before becoming a doctor.  The essence of the oath is for the doctor to be, “honest, calm, understanding, serious about treatment, and always mindful of the patient.”  That oath in turn would have a huge impact on every doctor in the future and inspire them all to make discoveries that would benefit us all, and thanks to them, we

are here, ladies and gentlemen!

4) 4-6 B.C.

   *The birth of Christ.

                                         Implications?

   -Do you need an explanation?  

                                       Interesting fact:
   -A monk in the fifth century missed the birth of Christ by 4-6 years.

5) 1066.

   *The year William the Conqueror began the conquest of England.
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                                          Implications?

    -This was the last Viking invasion in Europe.

    -The English we now speak, has much of its’ origins in this conquest because approximately 30% of the English language is derived from French words.  
6)  1215.

    *The year English nobles force King John to sign the Magna Carta (The Great Charter).

                                          Implications?

    -This is the basis of our laws. It would influence English law the Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution.                        

7) 1421.

    *This was the year of the Great Chinese fleet of more than 100 large vessels and 30,000 Chinese embarked on a voyage that discovered the world.

                                         Implications?

   -A Venetian was invited to join the fleet in India in 1421.  His experiences had the Pope order the Venetian to write a book about his experiences.  Reading it, Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal embarks his nation on the Age of Discovery for Europe.  Columbus notes in 1476 that those from Cathay (China) have discovered Iceland.  This would be a source Columbus would cite for his voyage of 1492.

8) 1440.

    *This was year that Johann Gutenberg invented the printing press.
9) 1492.

     *The year Columbus discovered the New World.

     -One event preceded this:  On January 1, 1492, Spain under King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella conquered Granada, the last Moorish outpost on the Iberian peninsula.  When that happened, they had the time to concentrate on Columbus’s exploration project.

10) 1522.

   *This was the year that one of Magellan’s ships returned from its’ round-the-world voyages.

                                            Implications?

   -This was the first circumnavigation of the globe.

   -The voyage gave Spain to become a world empire that would last more than three and a half centuries.

11) 1588.

    *England defeated the Spanish Armada.

                                          Implications?

    Had the Spanish Armada defeated the English fleet and invaded England:

   -Spanish would be our language today;

   -We all would have been forced to be Catholic, and not given any other choices for religion.

   -Democracy would not have flourished.

   -One of the purposes of the Spanish Armada was to do away with the English language.

Had the Spanish won, English might have been a forgotten language.     -2-

                                         Interesting facts:

    -The Spanish fleet commander, Medina Sidonia, was coerced by advisors of King Philip II of Spain to take command of the fleet.

    -King Philip II actually lived in England in the 1550’s as the husband of Queen Mary (aka Bloody Mary).  While there he began the process to build an English Navy, which would later defeat him.  King Philip later proposed to Queen Elizabeth but she refused.

    -The Spanish Armada had more men, ships and cannons than the English, but lost this campaign.

   -Very strong summer storms did more damage to the Spanish Armada than the English fleet did.                                                      

12)  1607.

    *The founding of the first permanent English settlement in the New World, Jamestown.

                                            Implications?

   -The success of this settlement convinced the English to settle the eastern coast of North America.

   -These settlements would form colonies which in turn became the founding of the U. S.
13)  September 14, 1752.

     *The King England decreed that the British Empire convert to the Gregorian calendar.  

                                          Implications?

    -All British possessions advanced their calendars by 10 days.

14)  July 4, 1776.

     *The Declaration of Independence is adopted by the Continental Congress.

                                                Implications?

    -This is the date modern democracy begins.  When the U.S. proved how successful democracy could be it influenced the rest of the world.  Today about 80% of the world’s nations practice some form of democracy.

                                             Interesting facts:

    -When it was introduced to the Continental Congress on July 2, 1776 by the committee that include Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, Adams wrote his wife, Abigail, that he hoped future generations would celebrate July 2 with all sorts of patriotic fanfare and fireworks.

   -The Declaration of Independence was not signed on July 4.  On July 6, the President of the Continental Congress wrote the delegates that they each need to sign the document.  So on July 19 a resolution was adopted calling for all the delegates to sign it.  All but two delegates agreed. (The two were from Pennsylvania and were replaced by their state delegation.)  As a result of the resolution, the Declaration of Independence was signed on dates in July, August and September 1776 and one man doesn’t sign it until 1781.

    -Thomas Jefferson and John Adams who lead the committee that introduced the Decleration of Independence each died on the 50th anniversary of the signing, July 4, 1826.

    -In Tiadaghton, Pennsylvania, a group of citizens calling themselves, “The Fair Play Men” gathered to declare their independence from Great Britain on July 4, 1776, completely unaware what was happening in Philadelphia.
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15)  July 1863.

     Three decisive things happened that month during the U.S. Civil War:

    *Between July 1 and 3, the Battle of Gettysburg was fought in Pennsylvania, the decisive battle of that war, which was a Union victory.

    *On July 4 of that year, the Confederate fortress of Vicksburg surrendered to Union forces.

    *The Tullahoma campaign was successfully concluded in Tennessee where a Union force maneuvered a large Confederate Army out of that state.

                                        Implications?

     -These actions were the turning point in the Civil War.

     -Lincoln sees it in another light:

“…that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth." 
     What Lincoln is saying here that democracy was facing a huge challenge during the Civil War and the war was in part to preserve democracy.
                                       Interesting facts:

    -The opposing commanders at the Battle of Gettysburg, Lee and Meade were best friends.  Their friendship remained intact after the war.

   -The Confederate commander at Vicksburg was from Pennsylvania.

   -Because Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, the city refused to celebrate the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of the U.S. again until 1945.

16) December 17, 1903.

     *This was the day man took to flight when Orville Wright in the Wright Flyer I flew at Kitty Hawk, NC.

17)  June 28, 1914.

     *This was the date that Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist.   Consequently a series of events followed that began World War I.   

     A short version here:  Europe was divided into two camps that are referred to as the Triple Ententes.  One included Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey.  The other included England, France and Russia.  When one country was threatened, the others promised to defend it.  Following the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand,  Austria-Hungary threatened to invade the Kingdom of Serbia.  Since Serbia was allied with England, France and Russia, they came to Serbia’s defense.  And now since Austria-Hungary was threatened, Germany and Turkey came to their defense.  Within five weeks of the assassination (August 1914), all of Europe was at war.  World War I had begun.
18)  October 29, 1929.

     *This was the Great Stock Market Crash of 1929.

     Interestingly enough, the market actually corrected itself and held steady for the balance of 1929 and into 1930, but then plunge until 1932.  The result that happened was the great world-wide depression of the 1930’s, the likes never seen before.  It wasn’t until November 1954 that the Dow Jones Industrial Average exceeded pre-1929 crash levels.     -4-

19) 1933.

    *The year Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin and Roosevelt rose to power.

                                         Implications?

    -Hitler, with his ally Mussolini, would be the cause of World War II which killed 65 million people.  Stalin killed millions of his own people.

   -Roosevelt would rise to greatness leading the U.S. out of the Great Depression and leading the U.S in World War II to victory.

20)  December 7, 1941.

    *The day the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.

                                        Implications?

   -It changed the lives of every American overnight on an unprecedented scale.

   -The U.S. emerged as a super power in the world.

   -English would replace French as the language of diplomacy and commerce.

   -Out of a tragedy, this would create a whole new generation, The Baby Boomers.

21)  June 1944.

    *The Allies invade Normandy.  The U.S. captures the island of Saipan in the Pacific.

                                          Implications:

   -In Europe, Rommel, the German Commander in France knew the war was over and 11 months later it was.

   -In the Pacific, General Tojo of the Japanese Imperial General Staff was forced to resign.  It was the first serious crack in the militaristic leadership that had ruled Japan since the 1930s.

    Both events foretold  the end of World War II.
22)  1940’s.

    *The first computers were made.  In 1940 the Massachusetts Institute of Technology created the first working computers. 

                                      Implications:

In 1944 the U.S. military employed computers on board Iowa-class battleships and B-29 bombers.  And in 1944, the British constructed a computer to help them decode German military secret messages.
23) November 1989.

    *The Fall of the Berlin Wall.

                                          Implications?

    -Germany was reunited.

    -The Cold War, which had lasted since 1945, ended.

    -This would be the year that would begin the ending and dissolution of the Soviet Union.

24) September 11, 2001.

25)  December 21, 2012.

     *This is when some people believe the world will end based on the fact the Mayan calendar ends on that date.                               -5-

                                     The reality?

     -The Mayans had a number of calendars including a one year, 12, 52, 125 and a 500 year calendars.  The Mayan calendar ends on this date because since 1512 they have not updated it. That’s because the Spanish conquistadores showed up shortly after that which ended the Mayan Empire.        
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     Fascinating Tales About Presidents, First Ladies & Veeps
                       Joe Condrill, Presenter       www.overseasbrats.com
                           Intriguing questions about this topic:
                                                    Presidents
1) What are some of the incredible similarities between the Lincoln and Kennedy administrations and the assassinations of both men?
    -Both President Lincoln and President Kennedy were concerned about civil rights.

    -Lincoln was elected in 1860; Kennedy in 1960.

    -Both were slain on a Friday in the presence of their wives.

    -Both were shot from behind and in the head.

    -Their successors, both named Johnson, were Southern Democrats, and both were in the U.S. Senate.

    -Andrew Johnson was born in 1808; and Lyndon Johnson in 1908.

    -John Wilkes Booth, Lincoln's assassin, was born in 1839.  Lee Havrey Oswald, Kennedy's assassin, was born in 1939.

    -Booth and Oswald were Southerners favoring unpopular ideas.

    -Booth and Oswald were killed before going to trial.                    

    -Both Presidents' wives lost children through death while in the White House.

    -Lincoln's secretary, Kennedy by name, advised him not to go to the theater.

    -Kennedy's secretary, Lincoln by name, advised him not to go to Dallas.

    -Lincoln was shot in a theater named ‘Ford.’  Kennedy was shot in a car named ‘Lincoln’ made by ‘Ford.’

    -John Wilkes Booth shot Lincoln in a theater and ran to a warehouse.

    -Lee Havrey Oswald shot Kennedy in a warehouse and ran to a theater.

    -The names Lincoln and Kennedy each contain seven letters.

    -The names Andrew Johnson and Lyndon Johnson each contain 13 letters.

    -The names John Wilkes Booth and Lee Havrey Oswald contain 15 letters.
2) How is it with 44 Presidents there were just 43 men?
     A.  Because President Cleveland served two unconnected terms of office 1885-1889 and 1893-1897.
3) Which five Presidents are related to each other?
     A. Barak Obama, both Bushes, Ford and Truman are related.  And a set of four other Presidents: Teddy Roosevelt and Franklin Roosevelt were distant relatives of Zachary Taylor and U.S. Grant. 
4) What was the one action President Washington took that stunned the Continental Congress, and led to his election as President?

     A.  He surprised everyone, when, on December 23, 1783, he resigned his commission as the commanding general of U.S. forces during the revolution.  It was the first voluntarily act of giving up of power in American history.  That stunned the American population, and it was the first step to his election as President.                    
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5) What date do a surprising number of Presidents have in common?

      A.  It’s July 4.  Jefferson and Adams died on that date in 1826.  Monroe died on that date in 1831.  Coolidge was born on that date in 1872. Madison’s doctors tried to get him to take medication so he could last to that date in 1836.  And President George W. Bush’s family (younger Bush)was hoping he’d be born on that day.  Instead he arrived on July 6, 1946.
    6) Which President forced most of his cabinet to resign because they wouldn’t respect the new wife of his Secretary of War?

     A.  This was President Andrew Jackson.  His Secretary of War, John Eaton, had married his wife, Peggy Timberlake just two months after her first husband’s suicide, which got tongues wagging in Washington.  Only one cabinet member complied:  future President Martin Van Buren. 

   7) Which President was President of the U.S., and later served as an elective representative of another?
    A.  President John Tyler served as an elected representative to the Confederate States Congress in 1861.  He didn’t serve long, because he died on January 18, 1862.
   8) Which President was dug up so we could take a look to see if he had been poisoned?
     A.  This was President Zachary Taylor.  Rumor was he had been poisoned to death.  In 1991, a court in Louisville, KY, allowed a prospective biographer permission to exhume his remains.  No trace of poisoning was found.
  9) Why is that a man who died in 1963, was the last living person to have seen President Lincoln?
    A.  In 1901, Lincoln’s body was reburied into his present tomb in Springfield, IL.  When the President’s body was moved, a 13 year old boy named Fleetwood Lindley was there when the coffin was open, and he saw the remains of Lincoln.  When Lindley died in 1963, he was the last living person to have seen President Lincoln.
   10)  Which two-time Oscar winning actor is President Lincoln related to?

    A.  Tom Hanks.
   11) Which two Presidents served together in the military?
    A.  This was Rutherford B. Hayes and William McKinley.  They served together in the 23rd Ohio Infantry Regiment during the Civil War.  At war’s end, Hayes was a Major General, and McKinley was a Major.
   12) Which President was probably killed by his doctors?
     A. This was President Garfield.  His doctors tried to extract the bullets fired into him with bare hands and unsterilized instruments.
    13) Which President’s daughter had a candy bar named for her?  What was it called?                              
     A. This was President Cleveland’s daughter, Ruth.  The candy bar was called Baby Ruth.                                         
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    14) Which President personally executed two men?

       A.  This was Grover Cleveland.  In his first elected position as Sheriff of Erie County, NY, in the 1870’s, he personally hanged two convicted murderers.
    15) Which President swam nude in the Potomac throughout the year?
      A.  This was President John Quincy Adams.  He also kept a couple pet alligators in a tub at the White House.
     16) Which President had his father swear him in as President of the U.S.?

       A. Calvin Coolidge’s father did the honor.  While vacationing at his father’s home in Plymouth, VT, his father woke him up one night in August 1923 to tell Coolidge (then Vice President) that President Warren Harding had died.  Coolidge’s father, a notary public, with a form he found in his library.

      17) Which six Presidents had connections to the Titanic?      
      A.  President Cleveland knew Isidor Straus, a former congressman and the founder of Macy’s.  President Wilson’s military aide, Major Archibald Butt, was also on the ship.  Colonel Archibald Gracie was related to the Roosevelts, Zachary Taylor and U.S. Grant.
     18) Who was the king who was never elected President of the U.S. but became President?    

      A.  At birth this man’s name was Leslie King.  At adoption he became Gerald Ford, someone that was never elected President.  He was our longest living President, who died December 26, 2006 at the age of 93.
    19) What President is the only one to have been sworn into office by a woman?
      A. This was President Lyndon B. Johnson.  The judge Sarah Hughes swore him on board Air Force One on November 22, 1963.
     20) Which President had a rock band perform on the South Lawn of the White House?
     A. This was President Reagan.  In the summer of 1983, outraged that a member of his cabinet (James Watt, Secretary of the Interior) had prohibited his favorite band from performing at a national park, he had the band play on the South Lawn.  The name of the band was The Beach Boys.
    21) Which five Presidents were single in the White House?
    A.  Presidents Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, James Buchanan, Grover Cleveland and Woodrow Wilson.
    22) What is the greatest assembly of Presidents that has ever happened in recent times? Who showed up?
     A. The number is six. The most recent occasion was President Ford’s funeral on January 2, 2007 at Washington National Cathedral.  Counting President Ford there were: Ford, both Bushes, Carter, Clinton AND Wilson who is entombed there!    
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       23) What two Presidents had two inaugurations?

       A. One  was Rutherford B. Hayes.   The 1876 election was so contested, Congress had to step in and create a 15 member committee to decide the election.  The committee voted along party lines, 8 Republicans and 7 Democrats.   Outgoing President Grant, concerned with the vacancy of his leaving office at noon on a Sunday and Hayes taking office at noon on Monday, March 5, 1877, had Hayes sworn in secretly as President at a party on Saturday, March 3, 1877.   Hayes then repeated the oath on Monday ~ again!  The second was Barak Obama, because the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court flubbed his swearing in.                             
       24) How many Presidents have died in the White House?

       A.  Seven.  This includes:  William Henry Harrison (1841), Zachary Taylor (1850), Abraham Lincoln (1865), James Garfield (1881), William McKinley (1901), Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1945), and John F. Kennedy (1963).
                                                  Vice Presidents 

      1) Which Vice President was a Native American?
      A. This  person was a member of the Kiowa nation.  His White Man’s name was Charles Curtis.  He was Vice President during Hoover’s administration.
      2) Name the two Vice Presidents you did not vote for?
      A. Gerald Ford and Nelson Rockafeller.
      3) How many times in history have we not had a Vice President?
       A.  Ten times.  The most recent time was between November1963 and January 1965 during the part of President Lyndon Johnson’s administration when he succeeded President Kennedy.
      4) Which Vice President went to jail?

      A. Spiro Agnew in 1973.
      5) Which Vice President tried to set up his own country?
      A.  This was Aaron Burr. Following his term of office in 1805, he entered into a conspiracy to set up a country independent of the U.S. in what is now the Midwest.
     6) Which cemetery has the largest collection of Vice Presidents in it?  Why are they probably rolling over in their graves because of the person they are buried near?                
    A.  This is Indianapolis’s Crown Hill Cemetery.  Buried there are Vice Presidents Thomas Hendricks, Charles Fairbanks, and Thomas Marshall.  They are all buried near Public Enemy Number One:  Bank robber John Dillinger.
     7) Which Vice President co-wrote a song that singer Tommy Edwards took the top of the charts in 1958?

      A.  This was Charles Dawes.  In 1912 as a self-taught pianist, he composed a tune called, “Melody in A Major” which became popular.  In 1951 when songwriter Carl Sigman heard the tune, he added lyrics and changed the name of the song to, “It’s All In The Game.”  Singer Tommy Edwards made it a Number One hit on the Billboard charts in 1958.
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     8) Where does the Vice President live?
     A.  At the Naval Observatory in Washington, DC.
      9) Which two Vice Presidents shot other men while in office?
      A.  Aaron Burr in 1804 and Dick Cheney in 2005.
      10) How many Vice Presidents died while serving in that office?

      A.  Six.  Among those include: Elbridge Gerry (1814), William King (1853), Henry

Wilson (1853), Thomas Hendricks (1885), Gariet Hobart (1899) and James Sherman (1912).
       11) Who was our oldest Vice President?

      A.  This was John Nance Garner (Vice President 1933-41) who died in 1967 at the age of 98.  

                                                First Ladies 

      1) Who was our British First Lady?
      A.  Her name was Louisa Catherine Johnson Adams, wife of John Quincy Adams.  She never renounced her British citizenship.
     2) Which First Lady became known to the American public before she became First Lady, and why?

    A.  This was Elizabeth Kortright Monroe.  In 1794 when her husband was the U.S. Minister to France, she visited and interceded in the case of the Marquesa de Lafayette and got her freed from prison.
     3) Which First Lady became known as the Secret President?
     A.  This was First Lady Edith Boling Galt Wilson.  That happened in 1919 when President Wilson suffered a serious stroke and he couldn’t speak. Edith had to act on his behalf.  Edith ran the presidency for 1-1/2 years.
     4) Which First Lady had a brand of snacks named after her?
     A.  This was First Lady Dolley Madison.  The company spells her name Dolly.

     5) The First Lady who lived the longest?

      A.  Was Bess (Virginia) Wallace Truman (1885-1982) who lived to be 97 years old.
      6) First Ladies who died in the White House?   
      A.  Leticia Christian Tyler (1842), Caroline Lavina Scott Harrison (1891), and Ellen Louise Axsom Wilson (1914).

      7) Which First Lady refused to vote for her relation?  When and who was this?

      A.  Edith Kermit Carow was the First Lady.  This was in 1932 and her relation was Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Edith’s husband was Teddy Roosevelt.    
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     8)  Who was our ‘peeping Tom’ First Lady?
      A.  This was Grace Goodhue.  One summer day she walked up to a bathroom window from the outside.  Inside the bathroom she saw a man wearing a hat while shaving naked.  Grace began laughing hysterically.  The man finished his shave and dressed and went out to visit with Grace.  He asked Grace out and later proposed to her.  His name was Calvin Coolidge.
    9)  Who were our three ‘psychic’ First Ladies?
     A.  Julia Gardiner Tyler had a dream in which she saw her husband terminally ill.  She went to see him and he was fine. But a couple days later, former President Tyler became gravely ill and died in January 1862.

     Julia Boggs Dent Grant had two premonitions which her husband listened to.

     The first time Julia had a very unsettling feeling about a messenger who delivered an invitation to a theater performance, and encouraged her husband to go out of town that weekend.  They went to Baltimore.  The next morning U.S. Grant received a telegram that President Lincoln was dead.

      The second time happened when Grant was President.  They were travelling in the Midwest and planned to attend a dinner party in a large city.  Julia had a terrifying dream about a large, dreadful looking bird emitting fire below it, and she prevailed on her husband not to accept the invitation and leave that city immediately.  The day after they left Chicago was the start of the great Chicago fire of 1871.

     Frances Folsom Cleveland told a White House staffer when she and President Cleveland were leaving the White House in 1893 that they would be back in four years, and sure enough – she was right!
    10) Which two First Ladies married after surviving their Presidential husbands?
     A.  These were Frances Folsom Cleveland Preston and Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis. 

   11) What famous war hero asked former First Lady Frances Folsom Cleveland Preston during a dinner at the White House where she lived in Washington, DC, and turned red when he got the answer?
     A.  This was General of the Army (and future President) Dwight Eisenhower.
    12)  Which First Lady was a soap opera fan?
     A. This was Mamie Doud Eisenhower.  Her staff was instructed not to schedule anything for her when, “As The World Turns,” came on and to plan around when, “I Love Lucy” came on.

    12) What language did President & Mrs. Hoover speak when they didn’t want the White House servants to hear them?

     A.  Chinese!  This was the language they took while attending Stanford University.
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                                              Rule Britannia
                       Joe Condrill, Presenter       www.overseasbrats.com
                           Intriguing questions about this topic:
1. What political party did both the U.S. and England have in common?

     The Whigs.
   2.  King Cerdic from the sixth century had a modern day descendant.  Who is this descendant?

      Queen Elizabeth II.
   3.  Which King became a saint?
     This was Edward The Confessor who reigned between 1042 and 1066.  He was canonized in 1161.
   4. What territory from William The Conqueror’s time (1066) remains part of England today?  What was their unique situation in World War II?
    These are the Channel Islands, the main ones being Jersey and Guernsey.

During World War II they were the only British territory occupied by the Germans.
    5.  Which monarch had the shortest reign?

     Lady Jane Grey reigned for just nine days in 1553.

    6.  Which monarch had the most illegitimate children?

     Henry I (reigned 1100-1135) was father to 25 illegitimate children.

    7.  Which British monarch, who spoke little English, spent more time outside of England in his reign?

    This was Richard the Lionhearted who spent only six months of his reign (1189-1199).  The rest of the time he was involved in the Crusades.
    8.  How is it King John never signed the Magna Carta?

    He didn’t know how to write so he used his seal.
     9.  Which monarch was deposed by his wife and her lover?

     Edward II was deposed by his wife, Isabelle and her lover, Roger Mortimer in 1327.
    10. How many wives did Henry VIII have?  What happened to them and their legacy?
     Henry VIII had six wives.  These included (and the years they were married to him): Catherine of Aragon (1509-33) (their marriage was annulled); Anne Boleyn (1533-36) (their marriage was annulled and she was executed for treason); Jane Seymour (1536-37) (died a natural death); Anne of Cleves (1540) (their marriage was annulled); Catherine Howard (1540-42) (their marriage was annulled and she was executed); Catherine Parr (1543-47) (she survived Henry VIII).
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    11.  Which location in England is probably haunted by more monarchs and royalty than any other place?

     The Tower of London is a good candidate.  Henry IV died there in 1471.  Edward V and his brother Richard were murdered there in 1483.  Lady Jane Grey was beheaded there in 1553.  Then Henry VIII’s wives, Anne Boleyn in 1536 and Catherine Howard in 1542 were beheaded there.

    12. Who were the only two commoners to rule England?
    Oliver and his son, Richard, Cromwell, from 1649-59.
    13.  Who was the longest living ruler of England?

    This was Richard Cromwell who died in 1712 at the age of 86.
     14.  Who were the two jointly ruling monarchs?

     These were King William III and Queen Mary II.
      15.  Which monarch was called, “The Merry Monarch?”  Why?

      This was Charles II (reigned 1660-1685) because he loved to party and had 16 illegitimate children with eight women.
      16.  Which two British monarchs are buried outside of England?   Where?

      This is James (reigned 1685-1688) and George I (reigned 1714-1727).

James is buried in France and George in Germany.

     17.  How is it a number of British monarchs in the 18th and 19th century spoke 

German fluently?

     This is because in the House of Hanover the kings either had German mothers or married German wives.

     18.  Who was the longest reigning British monarch?

     This was Queen Victoria who ruled England for 64 years, between 1837 and 1901.

    19.  Which future monarch was blamed for the death of his father?
    Queen Victoria blamed her son, the future Edward VI, for the death of his father, Prince Albert, when Edward told him about an extra-martial affair he had.
     20.  Which monarch survived seven assassination attempts during their reign?

       This was Queen Victoria. 

     21.  Why was the surname of the royal family abruptly changed and a number of titles dropped in 1917?
        This was World War I and England was fighting Germany and it didn’t make sense to keep the family surname Saxe-Coburg und Gotha (which sounded German) and the royal family had a number of German titles and were known as the House of Hanover.  The family name was changed to what is known as today ~ Windsor.
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     22.  Which monarch gave up his throne to marry an American?

       This was Edward VIII who resigned as King in 1936 to marry Wallis Simpson.
     23.  How is it there are THREE Queen Elizabeths?
        There were the two reigning monarchs, Queen Elizabeth I & II.  Then Queen Elizabeth II’s mother was known also as Queen Elizabeth during her husband’s reign.  In later years she was affectionately known as Queen Mum.
     24.  What is some of the interesting facts about Elizabeth II?
        Born April 21, 1926, she is presently the third longest reigning monarch.  If she lives to 2012, she’ll be the second longest reigning monarch. And if she lives to 2015 the longest ruling British monarch.  She is descended from King Cerdic of the West Saxons from the sixth century.  Elizabeth II is the only woman in the royal family to have served in the armed forces, which she did during World War II.
    25.  How many British monarchs have there been?

         Between 829 and 2008 there have been 64 ruling Kings and Queens.
    26.  How many Prime Ministers have there been?

          Between 1721 and 2008 there have been 59 Prime Ministers.
    27.  Which Prime Minister had to resign because of the British surrender at Yorktown during the American Revolution?

           This was Lord Fredrick North.
    28.  Sir Arthur Wellesley was very popular with the British public and become world renown.  Why?
           During the Napoleonic wars he drove the French out of Spain and decisively defeated Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815.  He’s better known to history as the Duke of Wellington.
    29.  Which Prime Minister served the most non-consecutive terms?
        This was William Gladstone who served 1868-74, 1880-85, briefly in 1886, and once more between 1892-94.

    30. Which Prime Ministers’ mother was an American?

        Sir Winston Churchill’s mother, Jennie, was born in New York City.
    31.  Who was the only woman to be Prime Minister?

        This was Lady Margaret Thatcher between 1979 and 1990.
    32.  Which Prime Minister played in a band during his university days?   
        This was Tony Blair (1997-2007), who played in a band called, “Ugly Rumors.”

    33.   Prime Minister David Cameron is a direct descendant of which King?

            A.  King William IV.             -3-
        Interesting facts about Westminster Abbey:
         *The marriage of Prince William and Kate Middleton was the 16th royal wedding to happen there.

        *There are 17 British monarchs and some of their family up to George II (with the exception of Henry VIII and Charles I) that are buried there.  One of these included Catherine de Valois, the wife of Henry V who died in 1437, whose coffin was found badly damaged 200 years later, so her body was placed in a wooden box where it was left open for display for 200 years.  Westminster School boys use to steal parts of her body. Author/Administrator/Member of Parliament Samuel Pepys shared in his diary in 1669 that he even kissed her lips.   

        *From 1066 A.D. all British monarchs have had their coronations there, except Edward V and Edward VIII.   On the day selected for Edward VIII’s coronation (May 12, 1937), his brother, George VI was crowned King instead, because Edward VIII abdicated.  George VI was the King featured in the, “King’s Speech.”

        *More than 3,300 people are buried there.  So many that many have their coffins standing upright.  The last burial was in 1920 of what was called, ‘the unknown warrior,’ an unknown soldier from World War I.  He is buried with French soil.   In what is known as Poet’s Corner, literary figures such as Geoffrey Chaucer, William Shakespeare, John Keats, Oscar Wilde and others are interned.  The Abbey is known to be haunted.

      *Among the artifacts is a chair (King Edward’s chair) which all monarchs have been crowned since 1308 except Queen Mary I who used a chair provided by the Pope.
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